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Abstract

The Holy Quran, as the divine book of Muslims, serves as a comprehensive
and unparalleled charter that plays a central role in guiding and elevating
humanity in all aspects of life. The main focus of its teachings is
"humanity," and deeply understanding these teachings is both a religious
and cultural duty for every Muslim, especially the educated. As a pioneer
of Islamic culture, Iranian society needs to integrate Quranic teachings
into individual and social life and utilize them to address contemporary
challenges. This article aims to present a novel framework for
understanding Quranic teachings by employing the SWOT model to
analyze and formulate the charter of human excellence from the Quranic
perspective. Within this framework, missions, values, strengths and
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats facing humanity are examined
using a descriptive-analytical method. The article pursues two main
objectives: first, highlighting the necessity of using a common global
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language to convey Quranic concepts to both domestic and international
audiences so that engagement with the Quran goes beyond mere recitation
and deeply impacts hearts and minds; second, explaining this analysis as
an effective tool for Islamic governance, which, through this model, can
enhance human strengths, manage weaknesses, utilize opportunities, and
mitigate threats. In this context, Islamic governance serves as a
foundation for individual and social growth, guiding humanity toward its
ultimate goal—divine proximity.
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Abstract

The theory of good governance, as one of the latest theories in public
administration, is utilized by international organizations as a basis for
evaluating developing countries. However, this theory has been subject to
various theoretical and practical criticisms. In this study, to develop an
Islamic theory of governance, we examined the Quranic discourse on
Pharaoh’s governance, aiming to present it as a model of bad governance
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and, consequently, to clarify the other end of the spectrum—good
governance. Using the thematic research method in the Holy Quran, we
analyzed related verses, leading to a model that demonstrates how
neglecting God, disregarding truth, and pursuing self-interest form the
Pharaoh’s governance perspective in relation to God. Corresponding to
these, its practices include denial, rebellion, tyranny, corruption, and
transgression. Additionally, the claim of lordship and arrogance
characterize Pharaoh’s governance approach toward people, manifesting
in actions such as oppression, autocracy, injustice, propaganda, and
suppression of opposition. Conversely, characteristics such as faith in
God, truth-seeking, respect for people, justice, honesty, commitment to
obligations, reform, social cohesion, and facilitating societal guidance are
identified as features of good governance.

Keywords
Good governance, Bad Governance, Pharaoh’s Governance, Thematic

Research Method in The Quran.
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Abstract

The scientific authority of the Holy Quran refers to its meaningful and
systematic influence on structured human knowledge, aiming for the
Quran’s effective presence alongside other epistemic sources in various
fields of science. Today, governance is one of the significant and prevalent
discussions among managers, academic centers, and scholarly circles. The
relationship between the Quran and governance, referred to as "Quranic
governance," is a subject worth exploring in this context. Accordingly, this
research, titled “the Quranic Principles and Criteria Governing Sciences
with an Approach to the Scientific Authority of the Holy Quran”, seeks to
explain the dimensions of the Quran’s governance over sciences through
the lens of its scientific authority. The findings indicate that the Quran
governs sciences in three domains: Islamic sciences, humanities, and
natural sciences. Additionally, the scope of the Quran’s governance over
sciences can be examined at two levels: meta-scientific and intra-
scientific. The key criteria of Quranic governance over sciences include
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authenticity, centrality and standard-setting, prioritization, and the
independent authority of the Quran as a source. As a result of this
governance, Quranic principles become dominant over human knowledge
and sciences. Through a descriptive-analytical method, this study explores
various aspects of the Quran’s governance over sciences, emphasizing its
scientific authority by analyzing Quranic verses.

Keywords
The Holy Quran, Science, Scientific Authority of The Quran, Governance,
Quranic Governance.
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Abstract

Mahdavi governance is a new and emerging topic. Such a new and
emerging subject requires fresh scientific and research-based studies so
that it can be established within the people, society, and both religious and
academic centers through discourse creation and cultural development.
One of the important ways to achieve discourse creation, cultural
development, and ultimately the institutionalization of Mahdavi
governance in society and academic centers is through the application of
theoretical and epistemological discussions on the one hand, and by
analyzing the epistemological foundations of Mahdavi governance on the
other. The foundations of Mahdavi governance, which justify the principle
and issues of Mahdavi governance, are categorized into various areas,
such as ontological, teleological, axiological, theological, and sociological
foundations. However, the theoretical and epistemological models of
Mahdavi governance, which form the basis of theoretical and
epistemological discussions of Mahdavi governance, are manifested in
three theoretical categories: the model of "law of movement,” the model of
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"theoretical and scientific reason,” and the model of "four causes." The
foundations and theoretical models of Mahdavi governance, which justify
the principle and issues of Mahdavi governance, are justified in the realm
of external and general discussions within the philosophy of Mahdavi
governance. This paper adopts a qualitative approach, using documentary
and library-based data collection methods and explanatory and analytical
data processing techniques.

Keywords
Mahdavi Governance, Theoretical Foundations, Ontological Foundations,
Theological Foundations, Teleological Foundations.
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Abstract

Social harms are recognized as one of priority issues in Iran. Among these,
begging is a significant social issue that, like many complex phenomena, is
a multi-layered consequence of various underlying causes. At the same
time, it serves as a contributing factor to the emergence of other social
problems. Unfortunately, there is no proper governance model for
managing this phenomenon in the country, leading to its widespread
presence in society. This study, structured in three sections, aims to
analyze the current state of public interaction with beggars, establish a
desirable framework based on religious teachings, and propose a
comprehensive governance model to address this issue. The first section
examines the existing charitable behaviors of people in assisting beggars,
based on a sample of 463 individuals from different areas of Tehran. The
results indicate that providing aid to beggars ranks the lowest among
various forms of charitable assistance. The second section analyzes
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Quranic verses and narrations related to begging to present a religious
perspective on addressing this issue. Finally, the third section offers policy
recommendations for social policymakers to effectively combat this
phenomenon. The data collection method in the first part is field and
survey, and the data analysis method in the next two parts is descriptive-

analytical.

Keywords
Begging, Causes and Consequences of Begging, Social Harm, Social
Governance, Islam.
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Abstract

Ayatollah Khamenei considers the commitment of the Islamic government
in the second phase of the Islamic Revolution of Iran to be the formation
of an Islamic society aimed at guiding humans towards servitude and
spiritual perfection. The officials of optimal Islamic governance, as the
leaders of the community, must realize public piety within themselves,
which includes three stages: awakening and consciousness, reforming
thought and ideology, and fulfilling obligations while avoiding
prohibitions. The main and specific question of this research, derived
from its title, is: "What is the mechanism of religious thought and ideology
in achieving public piety among Islamic governance officials?" One of the
methods used to extract the mechanism of religious thought and ideology
in achieving public piety in Islamic governance officials is thematic
analysis, which falls under the qualitative content analysis method. In this
research, after studying and reviewing all statements by Ayatollah
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Khamenei, 83 foundational themes related to the topic were extracted and
organized into 30 organizing themes and 9 overarching themes. The final
theme of "The Mechanism of Religious Thought and Ideology in Achieving
Public Piety in Islamic Governance Officials" was derived.
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Khamenei, Islamic Governance Officials.
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Abstract

Given the unique characteristics of youth and the mosque's potential in
manifesting its educational and nurturing functions for human prosperity,
the connection between youth and the mosque is not just a choice but a
necessity. What makes this research important is the contemporary
changes in Iranian society and the decline of religious inclinations and
behaviors among the youth. Therefore, the issue of youth engagement
with the mosque is a primary concern for the highest authorities in Iran.
This study aims to examine the most important components and factors
influencing the increased engagement of youth with the mosque.This
research is descriptive-survey in nature, utilizing interviews and the
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Delphi method to explore the factors affecting youth-mosque relations.
The data analysis uses thematic analysis, resulting in 61 basic themes, 7
organizing themes, and 3 overarching themes. The revival of traditional
mosque functions alongside the central role of the mosque in various
matters, as well as the high level of education and knowledge of the imam,
are considered the most important factors for increasing youth
engagement with the mosque. The most important recommendations to
improve youth engagement with the mosque include promoting
significant initiatives such as the Salehin plan and establishing a mosque
policy council.

Keywords
Youth, Engagement, Mosque, Theory of Righteous Action.
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Abstract

Today, governance is a significant issue in global discourse, and it has
recently gained widespread attention in our scientific community. This
issue is explored and researched across various domains, including public
administration, policymaking, economics, geography, political science,
and planning. However, it appears that before conducting research in
these fields, a fundamental approach should be taken, focusing on
governance from a theological perspective. From the standpoint of
theological governance, governance can be categorized into just governance
and unjust governance or good governance and evil governance.
Accordingly, the research question is: What are the components of good
governance in contrast to evil governance, and what are the conditions for
their realization in different eras? From this perspective, the present
article employs conceptual analysis to define truth and falsehood and to
explore the opposing forces of truth and ignorance in human history and
the history of divine religions, particularly through a Quranic lens. The
study examines the characteristics and conditions of good governance (the

1. Researcher, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. znsadr@gmail.com.

* Naseri, Z. (2025). An Explanation and Analysis of Good Governance and Evil Governance. Journal
of Islamic Governance Studies, 1(1), pp. 308-340.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jislamicgo.2025.71125.1013

* Publisher: Islamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom (Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy, Qom, Iran). *Type of article: Research Article

© The Authors

www.jf.isca.ac.ir


mailto:znsadr@gmail.com
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9296-0492

¥4
-
e

7 GIpS> g S JeSo Sl g

forces of intellect) and, in contrast, the characteristics and conditions of
evil governance (the forces of ignorance). It also illustrates the ways in
which the forces of intellect function as agents of good governance and,
conversely, how the forces of ignorance operate as agents of evil
governance. The findings indicate that, according to divine tradition, the
struggle between good governance and evil governance, mediated by the
forces of intellect and the forces of ignorance, has been a continuous
phenomenon throughout history. At times, good governance has
prevailed, while at other times, evil governance has gained the upper
hand. However, based on divine tradition and Quranic verses, the ultimate
victory will belong to good governance on a universal scale.

Keywords
Governance, Truth and Falsehood, Forces of Intellect and Ignorance,
Good Governance, Evil Governance.
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Abstract

The main objective of this study is to propose a framework for research
and theorization in Islamic governance. This article, through a library-
based review of existing research in the field of Islamic humanities and the
authors' own innovations with a abductive approach, presents such a
framework. The main novelty of this article is this framework, which
consists of three fundamental steps: subject analysis, critique and
evaluation, and ruling analysis. In the subject analysis phase, which
determines the position of the studied topic, four general levels of subject
classification in Islamic governance are identified: philosophical
foundations, sociological foundations, governance principles, and the
subfields of governance studies. In the critique and evaluation phase,
direct discussions related to the topic are first sought within Islamic
literature. If such discussions are not found, the subject is analyzed in
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relation to its sociological and philosophical foundations using methods
such as thematic analysis or discourse analysis, and its propositions are
structured accordingly. After identifying these foundations, parallel
propositions in Islamic governance are formulated, either directly or
indirectly, through the method of religious inference (ijtihad). Finally,
these propositions are examined and critiqued in a comparative manner at
the philosophical level, with reference to Islamic teachings. Following this
critique and evaluation, four logical relationships between Islamic
propositions and mainstream governance knowledge are identified:
confirmation, completion, correction, and establishment. In the final
phase, the results of the critique and evaluation are incorporated into the
subject under study through implication research (dalalat-pazhuhi),
leading to the formulation of new topics, rulings, or principles.

Keywords
Islamic Governance, Study, Research, Critique, Religious Inference
(Ijtihad), Implication Research (Dalalat-Pazhuhi). ‘:f N
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Abstract

The budget is a powerful tool in the hands of policymakers and
implementers, used to implement their policies and programs across
various systems and sectors. The operational budgeting system plays
significant roles in the governance cycle. This article explores the roles and
applications of the operational budgeting system in the governance cycle
and its transformation. The operational budgeting system consists of three
main components that are developed within the framework of the six
modules of the program theory. These modules and their interconnections
bring substantial informational and analytical outcomes within the
governance cycle. This article, with an action-research approach, based on
the participation and involvement of researchers in the improvement
process of the governance system, extracts and explains the outcomes of
the operational budgeting system in each of the main components of
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administrative system transformation as a critical part of the governance
cycle. The article demonstrates that the design of a comprehensive
operational budgeting system, its cultural development, training, and
implementation across various sectors, paves the way for achieving many
of the goals sought in the governance system and the general policies of
the administrative system, as well as related higher-level documents. The
main approach of this research was qualitative, its orientation was
applied, and its strategy was action research. Also, the data collection
method in this research included observation, document review, and
interview.

Keywords
Governance Cycle, Administrative Transformation, Budget, Operational
Budgeting, General Policies of The Administrative System.
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Abstract

Good governance, as one of the key concepts related to development, has
attracted significant attention from researchers. Efforts in this area over
the years have led to the introduction of diverse and varied indicators. The
main goal of this study is to review these indicators and design a
governance framework. In this applied research, which follows a
quantitative approach, the Delphi technique was employed, with the
participation of 30 academic experts. To achieve consensus among the
experts, the Delphi method was implemented in three rounds, and a
review of the existing literature resulted in the formation of an initial
framework. This framework includes 74 indicators, which are categorized
under 13 components. In all three rounds, the 13 components were
confirmed. Regarding the indicators, four were eliminated in the first
round, one in the second round, and all remaining indicators were
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confirmed in the third round. Therefore, the final framework consists of 13
components and 69 indicators. The components of this framework are:
accountability, transparency, participation, effectiveness, equality,
sustainability, vision and planning, legitimacy and bureaucracy, civil
capacity, service delivery, efficient economy, and relations and security.

Keywords
Good Governance, Performance, Government, Transparency, Accountability,

Participation.
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Abstract

Artificial Intelligence (AI), as a revolutionary, transformative, and
disruptive technology, is changing the world. AI governance and its
integration into public policy are important topics in contemporary
discussions. The potential use of Al in the public policy cycle provides
opportunities to improve decision-making processes for governments.
Critical analysis of AI technologies in public policymaking is essential to
understand their impact on decision-making processes and social
inequalities. Although government agencies, businesses, international
organizations, and other stakeholders have made efforts in the field of Al,
the integration of AI and governance is still in the early stages of
development. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method, aims
to study the trends and frameworks of AI governance and public
policymaking, and examines how Al can improve policymaking processes
and outcomes. Al can assist policymakers in identifying needs, developing
programs, forecasting outcomes, and analyzing policy effectiveness.
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Studies show that policy documents around the world highlight the
potential of AI to help achieve sustainable development goals, such as
treating chronic diseases, reducing road fatalities, combating climate
change, and predicting cybersecurity threats. AI not only offers
opportunities but also brings risks and challenges. Some concerns include
job displacement, algorithmic bias, data misuse, and security threats. Al
policies must deal with these challenges and ensure that Al is developed
and used responsibly and ethically.
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Artificial Intelligence, Public Policy, Governance, Ethics, Global Competition.
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